THE TIMES 24 SEFTEMBER 2003 T2

13

LS DO e

Cuban feal:
portralt of
Alicia

founder of
the Natienal
Ballet of
Cuba — “ps
rich as amy
landscape™

- PHOTOGRAPHY A YOUNG DUTCH PHOTOGRAPHER HAS
- CAPTURED THE ELUSIVE GHOSTS OF CUBA IN EVERYDAY
' SCENES. GIVE THE WOMAN A CIGAR, SAYS JOANNA PITMAN

MESIRE]

*

PHOTOLEAPHERS love
manuments of the past. Noth-
ing takes the lgght more grate-
fully than a slab of weathired
marble or a wom limewashad
wiall. And lor the romantically
inclined, places such as Ha
1 vana have provided inexhausti-
bl subject-matter for beauti-
ful photographs that towch at
least the shadow of the past

Desiree [dodron, a young
Dutch photegrapher, is one of
hundreds of snappers who
have made ther way 1o Ha
vifa loaking for period decay
and relics of the past. But un-
like most, who have scarched
only lor preftiness, Dolron
brngs a sophslicated eve,
open 1o every drama of the
serses, ready to find and cap
ture secrets m soenes ol such
ordinariness that few of us
wirtld have beoked twice

In the four months she
spent in Havana last vear, she
captiusred images of a magical
' place, populated by spirits that
+ cast their shifting liquid shad-
, ows on the eve amd tap ot

thelr secrel messages on the
brain. She photographed kitch-
' e, sitting rooms, a classroom,
a lsbrary, schoolchildren, back
! gtreets — everyday Havana
* SCETIES but the powers of
, simple  perceplion  Bet her
' achisve a Wnsory exXpenenoe
that to most of us is as shy and
' evasive as the hermit thrush.
' A shot of a humble kitchen
. cormer 18 compesed with the
sensibilities and coloured with
the palette of a Vermecer, But it
i% masch more than a supéerhioal
i imatabion. A round Lable stands
, at the centre, s rough mesh
: cloth rellecting the soft, sihvery
i Ieght from its folds amd creases.
L Above it some plates sit I an

old wooden drainer, the light
etched along their edges, and
the spherical base of a pan
glows with a gentle lumines-
cence like a distant full moon
on & clowd-sosdded  nmight
Everyihing is rough hewn, but
Dofron reveals a world of in-
tense beauty, washed in silvery
yvellows, greens amd the deep
glow of pewter

Ddron’s sense of colour is
acute. Her shot of the dass.
roaan 1% a rich balance of dusty
bilues, subdued greens and mel-
lonw yelbows, tamed and bal-
anced on the computer. and
produced as a dye-bond prnd,
sandwiched between Layers of
perspex, which seems to give it
further layers of light from
within IE drivws yiou inEo an én-
veloping scene of magic and
mystery, quickenisd by the im-
ape of Fudel Castro propped up
beside a blackboard scrawled
wilh messages bt socialism.
nationalism and death

Havani a8 we see ol in Dal-
ran's photographs, seems to be
a place at peace with its turbu-
lent poditical past, but intimat
ed within the frame 1% a dark
antickpation of how close Cuba
is to changing for ever

On the surface, Dolron's
pictures of Cuba do not seem
to be either innovative nor es-
pecially profound. But they are
more moving and mysterious
than any | have seen. It is as
though her pictures concern
themaelves not with soctal his-
tory or old bones or even with
ghstract form, but with the
presience of particular spirits

Her photograph of the li-
brary is a beautifully sensuous,
almost thrilling. evocation of
amn l;'d.'h’l:lll'lﬁ world of wards and
bleas. The books, shabby, well-
thumbed, their spincs picked
oul i oranges, vellows and
ochnes, gland o muddlsd rows
ofn simple shelves against a
seftly peeling ancient  wall
The arrangement is observed
from above by a solemn

Cuban gent staning down from
his portrait, a wriler or a pali-
cian, calmly :|l.'i.nuwiud,|£_rrluﬂ
the wealth of words

And Dolron does nat con-
centrate solely on  inbenors
Her portrait of Alicka Alonso,
founder of the National Ballet
of Cuba, i as rich as any land-
scape, The lady is in her elght-
#es, and she sits elegantly on a
formal chair, her painted
Moury face and slash of red lip-
stick lifted to the light. her hair
hidden in a headscarf, her man-
icured hands rised inoa pes
ture of creative energy. I
might equally be the start of a
novel “She just sat straight
down and struck that pose

[Dwdron i a perfectiondst, as
you can see from her prints
They are luminously chean, the
tones amd colourings adjusted
with a degree of hypersensitivi-
ty that would make most of us
cry. And they are mesmerising
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